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FOREWORD

The state of Assam is home to India’s significant part of biodiversity. The ecosystems such as forests, grasslands, scrublands, rocky terrains,
and rivers harbour this rich biodiversity. Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), South India Centre of Wildlife Institute
of India, Coimbatore, MoEFCC, Government of India has developed a “State-level Action Plan (SAP) for conservation of birds, their habitats,
ecosystems, and landscapes in Assam”. The action plan provides a road map for bird conservation within the state. It stemmed from the
Visionary Perspective Plan (VPP 2020-2030) that emphasized the need for avian conservation in India. The action plan guides the state
by identifying the domains that require immediate attention for the betterment of the avifaunal species and their habitats. The avifaunal
conservation at the state level will help India achieve its national goals and contribute towards its international targets in conserving global
biological diversity.

The SAP for avian conservation in Assam has 13 main programmes that address various threats to birds inhabiting the state. The document
accentuates the threats to birds inside and outside protected areas of the state, and threats in various ecosystems. It also highlights the
management concerns in capacity building and increasing awareness through nature education outreach programmes to initiate community
participation. The SAP would serve as a framework document for avian conservation in the state. In collaboration with partner institutions
and organizations, the various stakeholders at the state level can utilize the action plan to implement avian conservation within the state.

[ congratulate SACON for the efforts taken in the preparation of the SAP and to all the stakeholders, such as the State Forest Department,
Biodiversity board, NGOs and individual experts in the field, for investing your time to provide inputs, suggestions and comments to enhance
the quality of this document and finalizing the plan.

(Virendra R. Tiwari)
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