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Forewovd

s ndia being one of the mega biodiversity countries, significant initiatives towards the protection of biodiversity, including avifauna, have been taken in the national context
by the Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC). Among the various conservation models and strategies are India’s National Wildlife Action Plan
(NWAP) for wildlife in general, and Visionary Perspective Plan (VPP) specifically for the conservation of avifauna. The next logical step envisioned in the VPP is the prepara-
tion of State level action plans for States and UTs of the country and as first phase, seventeen states & UTs were undertaken by Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural
History (SACON), the South India Centre of Wildlife Institute of India, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Govt. of India.

The state of Kerala represents one of the highly diverse areas in terms of biological richness and associated habitats, ecosystems, and landscapes in the country with eastern
highlands, central rolling midlands. and western lowland with coastal plains. It is a challenging task to conserve this rich and diverse natural wealth in the current age of de-
velopment and associated human pressure and impacts. Scientific documentation and objective prioritisation and guidelines for conservation actions for various taxa are cru-
cial for the effective conservation of biological diversity. With an exhaustive compilation of the status of the state's ornithological history and future directive for avifaunal
conservation efforts in the state, the present State Action Plan document for Kerala is an impressive step towards this goal. With over 550 bird species reported from the state,
the state accounts for almost 40% of the total avifaunal diversity of India. The action plan has identified priority actions under various programmes envisioned in the national
VPP, including neglected aspects such as conservation of avifauna outside Protected Areas and developmental impacts on bird population.

I am sure that the State Action Plan for conservation of avian diversity, their ecosystems, habitats, and landscapes in Kerala, is a useful and handy document for policy makers
and researchers. I congratulate the entire team involved in the preparation of this State Action Plan as well as all those who provided various inputs, comments, and sugges-
tions during the development of this action plan. I hope this action plan will be effectively used as a guideline document by all relevant stakeholders for developing and im-
plementing the conservation actions relevant to the avian diversity in state of Kerala.

VPt
(Virendra Tiwari)

Date:24.11.2023
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The VPP was developed as a national policy document for bird conservation, and it serves as a roadmap to identify and prioritize bird con-
servation issues specific to each State and UT and to each biogeographical region and landscape. As part of the implementation of the VPP,
it was suggested to prepare State/UT level Action Plans (SAP) to identify specific issues and priority projects to combat the management
problems. This SAP for the state of Kerala aims to collate published and unpublished information on avian diversity of Kerala and identify
conservation issues and priority projects and develop an Action Plan for the conservation of birds, their habitats, ecosystems, and land-
scapes through widespread consultations with various stakeholders including Forest Department, State Biodiversity Board, research com-
munity, conservationists, NGOs and local communities.
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