STATE ACTION PLAN FOR CONSERVATION OF AVIAN
DIVERSITY, THEIR ECOSYSTEMS, HABITATS &
LANDSCAPES IN ANDHRA PRADESH




© Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), South India Centre of Wildlife Institute of India, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Government of India

Submitted by

SalimAli Centre for Ornithology and Natural History
(South India Centre of Wildlife Institute of India)
Anaikatty (Post), Coimbatore-641108

Tamil Nadu, India; www.sacon.in

Funded by
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India

Research team
Dr. Riddhika Kalle - Senior Scientist, SACON
Ms. Athira Saleevan - Junior Research Biologist, SACON

Recommended citation: Kalle, R & Saleevan A. (2023). State Action Plan for Conservation of Avian Diversity, their Ecosystems, Habitats &
Landscapes in Andhra Pradesh. Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (South India Centre of Wildlife Institute of India),
Coimbatore, MoEFCC, Government of India (PR #251), 216pp.

Reproduction
The material in the publication may be reproduced in whole or in part in any form of education or non-profit purposes, provided

acknowledgement is made to the copyright holder. This publication can be used for commercial purposes only with the permission from the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Photo Credits: Front cover - Jerdon’s courser (adapted from © EaGh Project eBird 546812999 Macaulay Library ML 105636831), Indian
Skimmer (adapted from © Prashant Tewari Macaulay Library ML 135689971), Great Knot (adapted from © Geoffrey Groom eBird S44139566
Macaulay Library ML 92334011), Black-bellied Tern (adapted from © Prashant Tewari Macaulay Library ML 135689921), Lesser Florican
(adapted from © Manish Panchal Macaulay Library ML 305995541), Yellow-throated bulbul (adapted from © Amarendra Konda eBird S50563481
Macaulay Library ML 127817171), Pale-capped pigeon (adapted from © Chaiyan Kasorndorkbua eBird S49664848 Macaulay Library ML

121941491), White-naped Tit (adapted from © Kannan AS eBird $37259059 Macaulay Library ML 92694131)
Back cover - Srikanth Mannepuri



Y. Madhusudhana Reddy, IFS
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
Head of Forest Force

Chief Wildlife Warden

Government of Andhra Pradesh

FOREWORD

Andhra Pradesh is the fourth largest state in India with a record of 486 bird species. The state has six Critically Endangered, five
Endangered, thirteen Vulnerable and twenty-two Near Threatened bird species according to the IUCN categorisation. The coastal
wetlands of Andhra Pradesh are important winter foraging grounds for several migratory bird species using the Central Asian Flyway
(CAF) and the East Asian-Australasian Flyway (EAF). The endemicity of Jerdon’s Courser and the distribution of the Great Indian
Bustard in it’s southern range in Andhra Pradesh, highlights the need to develop effective conservation plans to protect critical avian
habitats for long-term sustainability of avian diversity in the state. The research team of Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural
History (SACON), has provided a holistic approach to avian conservation in Andhra Pradesh through the development of State Action
Plan (SAP). The SAP involved exhaustive review of the ornithological literature and database, meetings and consulations with nearly 40
stakeholders, representing 26 organizations (government and non-government) including societies. For each conservation issue, the
team has identified key bird species, avian communities, and the associated anthropogenic threats, with brief comparisons of historic
and current scenarios. Each issue also briefs the management interventions needed through various actionable approaches such as
habitat restoration, land allocation for biodiversity protection, changes, or modifications in existing government policies,
involvement of industrial partners and transforming their industrialization and developmental approaches using the traditional
ecological knowledge of local communities in avian conservation practices. | congratulate the SACON team for preparing this detailed
plan which will certainly help the state towards achieving biodiversity conservation goals.

Dated: 07/09/2023 (Y. Madhusudhana Reddy)
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Virendra R. Tiwari, IFS

Director

Wildlife Institute of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Government of India
FOREWORD

The incredible avian diversity of Andhra Pradesh is accredited to varied ecosystems and habitats of the Eastern Ghats, Southern
Deccan Plateau and South-Eastern coastline. The state holds the second largest brackish water lagoon (Pulicat Bird Sanctuary),
the second largest mangrove forest (Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary) and one of the largest freshwater lakes (Kolleru Bird Sanctuary)
in India. The state has 15 Important Bird and Biodiversity areas (IBAs), a Ramsar Wetland, 16 Protected Areas, and 13 Key
Biodiversity Areas. Andhra Pradesh is one of the important states in India that needs an effective conservation plan for bird
species, as it supports nearly 26% (46 species) of IUCN Red Listed threatened birds of India. The research team at Salim Ali Centre
for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON) has prepared the State Action Plan (SAP) for conservation of birds, their habitats,
ecosystems, and landscapes, which originated from the Visionary Perspective Plan (VPP 2020-2030). Under the Phase | stage of
VPP, the SAP provides a road-map for bird conservation in Andhra Pradesh. The research team has identified 38 bird conservation
issues that are of high, medium, and low priority, across 14 VPP programmes. Each issue clearly highlights the conservation gaps,
future strategic actions to be taken, policy level changes required and the funding sources that could be tapped to address the
issues. The SAP document is a much-needed initiative that will aid in strengthening avian conservation in Andhra Pradesh. |
congratulate SACON for bringing together this important document that needs to further transform into conservation actions at
the local scale. | appreciate all the efforts taken by the research team and the involvement of all the stakeholders from the State
Forest Department, Andhra Pradesh State Biodiversity Board, NGOs, Societies, Institutions, Zoo authorities and individual
experts for sparing their valuable time in providing necessary inputs to the SAP document.
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Dated: 02/08/2023 (VirendraR. Tiwari)
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Institute of India) for their participation in the questionnaire survey.
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CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India has recognised the need for a focussed approach to conserve the
avian diversity in the country and entrusted Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), Coimbatore, for the preparation of Visionary
Perspective Plan (VPP 2020-2030) for avian conservation. Upon preparation of VPP, SACON as a nodal agency has planned to prepare the State Action Plan
(SAP) for 17 states in India during Phase | of implementation of VPP. The VPP is used as a guideline to prepare this document on the State Action Plan for
Andhra Pradesh.

The State Action Plan (SAP) is prepared to:-
) Identify and prioritize the conservation and management issues on birds and their habitats in the state.

° Follow the timelines of national VPP for thematic/thrust areas but identify “SPECIFIC” issues and priorities with regards to bird taxa, avian
communities, habitats, protected areas, ecosystems, or landscapes.

° Prepare a Roadmap for the State to plan their bird conservation initiatives.
The main objectives for the preparation of this SAP are as folows:

) To collate published and unpublished information on the conservation of avian diversity in Andhra Pradesh under each of the thematic areas as
outlined in the VPP.

° To develop State Action Plans for the conservation of birds, their habitats, ecosystems, and landscapes for Andhra Pradesh through widespread
consultations and questionnaires with various stakeholders.

Stakeholder consultations in Andhra Pradesh were held for qualitative identification of avian conservation issues and management priorities
described under 14 VPP programmes. Meetings were held at Andhra Pradesh State Biodiversity Board, Andhra Pradesh Forest Department in Guntur and
Forest Circle Office, Visakhapatnam. Apart from these meetings, we also had one-on-one interactions and discussions, physically and online with other
major stakeholders, eminent ornithologists, scientists, research scholars, photographers, from government and non-government organizations who are
actively working in Andhra Pradesh.

There are several state-level and national action plans to address various environmental concerns linked with climate change, health, biodiversity
conservation, water, land use practices and economic growth. The State Annual Action Plan (2015-16) mission involves adopting approaches to improve the
basic infrastructure services in cities. Improvement of green spaces and parks ensured through this mission can be linked to birds in urban environment. The
Clean Air Action Plan for Non-attainment of Andhra Pradesh (2019), aims at source-wise and city-wise comprehensive planning to meet air pollution
reduction targets. Meeting clean air standards will also help the avian community, indirectly as birds have higher breathing rates and spend considerable
time in open air and thus exposed to air pollutants and particulate matter more than humans. Responsibilities mentioned under the Heat Wave Action Plan,
Andhra Pradesh (2020) mentions about prevention, preparedness, and mitigation of significant heat stress on livestock and not on biodiversity and natural
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ecosystems. The Agricultural Action Plan for the year 2018-19 focuses on increasing productivity and doubling the net returns of farmers. The national level
conservation action plans such as the National Wildlife Action Plan (NWAP), National Biodiversity Action Plan (NBAP) and National Plan for Conservation of
Aquatic Ecosystem (NPCA) are some of the significant steps towards identifying conservation issues on India’s wildlife species, biodiversity and natural
ecosystems. Therefore, the State Action plan for Conservation of Avian Diversity, their Ecosystems, Habitats and Landscapes (SAP) is an extremely important
document by SACON that aims to provide a detailed comprehensive roadmap to conserve the avifaunal diversity in India through identification and

prioritization of avian conservation issues that are crucial to address in respective states.

© Jen Walsh Fisher
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