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BIRD CONSERVATION ISSUES & MANAGEMENT PRIORITIES



Context and Background 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India has recognised the need for a focussed approach to 

conserve the avian diversity in the country and entrusted Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON), South India Centre of 

Wildlife Institute of India, Coimbatore, a Centre under the MoEFCC, for the preparation of Visionary Perspective Plan (VPP 2020-2030) for 

avian conservation. India has a diversified range of natural habitats and landscapes that are host to a diverse bird species. The state of Telangana 

is bestowed with rich diversity of flora and fauna in the various ecological habitats such as forests, grasslands, scrublands, semi-arid landscapes, 

rocky terrains, riverine and lacustrine ecosystems. There are 12 PAs in the state of which nine are Wildlife Sanctuaries and National Parks.  The 

state constitutes two Tiger Reserves and four Important Bird and Biodiversity Areas (IBAs) which also act as key biodiversity areas. There are 

377 avian species found in Telangana, belonging to 231 genera under 82 families of 23 orders. Among them, there are three IUCN Critically 

Endangered, four Endangered, seven Vulnerable and 17 Near-threatened species recorded in Telangana. There are ten species which are endemic 

to India that are found in Telangana. Of which only one species, i.e., Yellow-throated Bulbul (Pycnonotus xantholaemus) is endemic to Southern 

Deccan plateau of India in discontinuous population. Under the Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), there are 37 schedule I species in the state. 

Upon preparation of VPP, SACON as a nodal agency has prepared the State level Action Plan for the 17 states of India during Phase I of 

implementation of VPP. The VPP document is used as guideline to prepare the State level Action Plan (SAP) of the respective states. We 

identified priority issues and actions required for conservation of birds under the following programmes of VPP for Telangana:  

1) Conservation of Rare, Endangered & Threatened (RET) Bird Species 

2) Conservation of Protected Areas (PAs) with High Avian Diversity 

3) Conservation of Avian Diversity at the Landscape Level  

4) Conservation of Inland Aquatic Ecosystems with High Avian Diversity 

5) Conservation of Migratory Birds 

6) Impacts of Developmental Projects and other Anthropogenic Activities on Avian Diversity and Habitats  

7) Curbing Illegal Trafficking of Birds in India 



8) Conservation of Avian Diversity in Urban Areas 

9) Surveillance and Monitoring of Avian Diseases 

10) National Plan for Nature Education and Awareness for Conservation of Avian Diversity, their Ecosystems, Habitats & Landscapes  

11) National Capacity Building Programme for Protection and Monitoring of Avian Diversity, their Ecosystems, Habitats & Landscapes  

12) Mainstreaming Conservation of Avian Diversity with other Government of India Schemes and Programmes  

The State level Action Plan is prepared to:  

 Identify and prioritize the conservation issues and management priorities for birds and their habitats at the State level. 

 Follow the tramlines of national VPP for thematic/thrust areas but identifies SPECIFIC issues and priorities with regard to bird taxa, habitats, 

protected areas, ecosystems, or landscapes. 

 Develop roadmap for the state to plan their bird conservation initiatives. 

The main objectives for the preparation of SAP are:  

 To collate published and unpublished information on conservation of avian diversity of the selected state  under each of the thematic 

areas as outlined in the VPP. 

 To develop State-level Action Plans for the conservation of birds, their habitats, ecosystems, and landscapes for the selected states  

through widespread consultations with various stakeholders. 

The outline of SAP includes two main parts. Part A involves compilation of data and literature regarding the birds and their habitats within the 

state. Part B is concerned with identifying the bird conservation issues and management priorities. Therefore, the SAP for Telangana will be the 

first comprehenisive document to understand the nuaunces and concerns for bird conservation throughout the state and act as a platform to 

initiate the conservation efforts within Telangana.  

  


