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6. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A rapid Environmental Impact Assessment (REIA) of the proposed India-based
Neutrinos Observatory (INO) project at Singara, Nilgiris district on the biological
environment was done by Salim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History
(SACON). The study was undertaken on request from the Institute of

Mathematical Sciences (IMSc), Chennai.

In all, 676 species of plants and 173 species of vertebrates (12 species of
amphibians, 46 reptiles, 87 birds and 28 mammals) were recorded in the study

area. Several endemic and endangered flora and fauna are found to occur in the

arca.

The proposed project location falls near the Mudumalai Wildlife Sanctuary which
is rich in wild biodiversity. Immense care is needed during the construction as
well as operation phase as the area is a corridor for the movement of large
mammals such as Elephants. Unplanned human activities would affect their

activity adversely.

Most of the construction work of the proposed project work will be carried out
deep inside the earth surface. However, the construction activities are likely to
have impacts on the Jocal environment especially wildlife. Proper work plan,
debris and waste disposal, blasting activities to the bare minimum, controlled
vehicular activity and limiting the number of workers may help to reduce the

impacts.

Looking at the need for technology development of the country, the proposed
project assumes global importance. Nevertheless, the project construction and
operation is likely to have notable impact in the area, especially on wildlife. It
may be possible to lower the impact on the environment, with proper planning

and implementing appropriate measures.
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