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CONSERVATION PROBLEMS & SUGGESTIONS 

MAJOR THREATS 

Four mqjor threats were identified: 1). Habitat loss and degradatlon, 2). Flre, Huntlng 
and 3).0ther disturbances. 

Habitat loss and degradation 

1.  Habitat loss and degradation due to human activities have been the most 
important factors in the decline of the population of the endemlcs by 
conversion of the forests and grasslands into monoculture plantations, crops, 
reservolrs and settlements. As per National Remote Senslng Agency (NRSA), 
25% of the forest cover in the Palnis dlsappeared during an eight years perlod 
(1972 - 80). In the Nilgiris the reported loss of natural habltats durlng 1800s Is 
about 50%. 

2. In the recent decades, the human populatlon has Increased more than 
I double which In turn has caused the Increase In pressure on the natural 

habltats by varlous activities such as collection of tlmber, flrewood, bulldlng 
r materlals, non-timber forest products. The associated problem of grazlng by 

cattle, sheeplgoat also adds to the problem. It also brlngs In crows Increasing 
nest predation. The lack of protected area in the Palnl hills and Inadequate 
areas in the Nilglri hills might have caused higher fragmentation and 
degradation. 

3. The crucial breeding habitat of the Nilgirl Pipit is the marshy grassland mostly 
> 1500m which are reclaimed or disturbed by people and cattle 

Flre 

1.  Fire during the breeding season is a mqjor threat to Nilglri Piplt and other 
grassland birds. 

2. Even if the area is burnt before breeding, dried tuft of grass which Is requlred 
for nesting will be affected. 

Hunting 

1. As these birds are protected under the Wildlife Protection Act (2002) and the 
Nllglrl Wood Plgeon is rare and threatened specles, huntlng in general Is 
uncommon. 

2. Illegal hunting of the Nllglri Wood Plgeon and collection of eggs by the local 
peopleltribals were reported In various parts of Western Ghats durlng our 
survey. This is malnly because of their so called medicinal propertles for 
Rheumatism. 




