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Altogether 153 species of birds were observed with 56 endemics (including subspecies). 

The present surveys have added three more species to the existing list of 214, namely 

the Grey-headed Canary Flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis, T icke l l ' s Blue Flycatcher 

Cyornis (Muscicapa) tickelliae and Blue-fronted Robin Cinclidium frontale. Hence, the 

total species recorded in Andaman Islands comes to 217. 

Of the 153 species only 35.3% are shared with the Nicobar Islands while with mainland 

India it was 84.3%, with Southeast As ia 88.97f>, and with both these 81%. This shows 

the distinct nature of the avifauna of Andaman Islands from that of the Nicobar Islands 

and the affinity of the avifauna of Andaman Islands with Southeast A s i a and also 

mainland India. Genera with one or two species were more in Andaman as expected and 

these had more affinities with other regions. The dominant families were Charadriidae 

and Muscicapidae and most of these were common to mainland India and Southeast 

A s i a , as they are widely distributed or migratory. 

A total of 26,487 birds of 153 species with 56 endemics (including subspecies) were counted 

during the censuses. The mean density of birds was 61.7/ha, maximum in the Middle Andaman 

followed by South, North and Little Andaman. Species richness was more in South Andaman 

and Little Andaman. Maximum intact forests and minimum disturbance was found in the Little 

Andaman by us and also the IIRS (2003). The number of endemic species including subspecies 

was maximum in North Andaman (53 out of 56) followed by South, Little and Middle 

Andaman while full species endemics ohserved was 12 in both North and South Andaman. 

Species richness and abundance were high in the littoral forest fol lowed by semi-

evergreen and moist deciduous forests as a whole under the natural forests. Species 

diversity was also the maximum in the littoral forest (3.35) fol lowed by semi-evergreen 

(3.27), evergreen and mangrove; among the different island groups, the maximum value 

was (3.49) in the mangrove and littoral mixed habitat in South Andaman (3.46). Partly 

disturbed and completely altered habitats recorded very different patterns of species 

distributions; forest edges and plantations being rich as observed elsewhere. 
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