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From The Editors' Desk

We welcome original research and popular articles, reviews, reports,
research highlights, notes, news, snippets, etc., related to the
thematic area of the ENVIS Resource Partner for publication in
‘Sarovar Saurabh the ENVIS Newsletter on Wetland Ecosystems
including Inland Wetlands’.
The articles and other information should be neatly typed in double
space not exceeding five pages. The figures, graphs/drawings should
be of good quality and clarity. Photographs should be of minimum
300 dpi resolution. References should be limited and cited in the text
by name and year. Council of Science editors style may be referred to
for listing references at the end.
Email your articles in MS-Word 2003 or 2007 format to saconenv@nic.in or salimalicentre@gmail.com
Send the ar ticles in hard copy by post to:
The ENVIS Co-ordinator,
ENVIS Resource Partner,
Sálim Ali Centre for Ornithology and Natural History (SACON)
Anaikatty P.O., Coimbatore - 641108. Tamil Nadu, India
Ph: 0422-2203100, 129
Website: www.saconenvis.nic.in; www.sacon.in

Wetlands have been providing several resources including aesthetics and
knowledge enrichment. In recent years wetlands have attained
importance from tourism point of view where in the ecologically
sustainable tourism has to be given prominence. There area several
individuals who promote ecotourism encouraging the livelihood
options for the locals. Moreover sustainable ecotourism can instill a
sense of the ownership among the local community thereby facilitating
conservation.
In this issue we have an article on ecotourism prospects in some
wetlands from Assam. In addition we also have the news on Chilika
Lake, the first Ramsar Site from the country that is shared for all.
During this quarter we observed several Environment Days among
which the World Ozone Day was given prominence from the wetland
angle as it is one of the important ecosystems that can influence the
climatic conditions. Several activities including a poster was published
by ENVIS RP, SACON and was circulated among several institutions as
well as online. Our website host a variety of information on the latest
conferences, laws, rules & regulations on wetlands, bibliography,
conferences updates, news and other information that can be accessed
easily. Further, it will help us if you can communicate the activities
associated with wetlands that you would have undertaken. We will
include it on our website and help reach the information to the masses.
Editor

Prospect of Ecotourism in some major wetlands in Western Assam
Hilloljyoti Singha1* and Arnab Bose2
1

Centre for Biodiversity and Natural Resource Conservation, Department of Ecology & Environmental Science,
Assam University, Silchar.
2
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Introduction
According to the International Ecotourism Society, Ecotourism is “responsible travel to natural areas that
conserves the environment and sustains the well-being of the local people.” In recent years, in contrast to
'general tourism', ecotourism has got a boost and has almost replaced in many cases where it could be linked to
nature conservation. From commercial point of view, it has become a brand name banking on natural resource
and aesthetic beauty. There are a few more definitions of ecotourism, e.g., according to The World Tourism
Organization (WTO), it “involves traveling to relatively undisturbed natural areas with the specified object of
studying, admiring and enjoying nature and its wild plants and animals, as well as existing cultural aspects (both
of the past and present) found in these areas”. Another definition by World Conservation Union (IUCN) says
that ecotourism is environmentally responsible travel to natural areas, in order to enjoy and appreciate nature
(and accompanying cultural features; both past and present) that promote conservation, have a low visitor
impact and provide for beneficially active socio-economic involvement of local peoples” (Ceballos-Lascurain,
1987). The definitions focus on three significant aspects viz., nature, tourism and local communities.
Natural wetlands in beautiful location with the support and enthusiasm of local community can fulfill these
criteria to promote ecotourism. However, identifying those wetlands and promoting for this purpose needs
analysis from prospect and problem point of view. We notice that some wetlands are famous for some unique
reasons, viz., some are popular for its beauty, some are for fishing, some are for its biodiversity, especially of
avifauna; however, these have not been projected as popular location for ecotourism. In West Assam the
natural lakes are called as beels. In this article, we discuss ecotourism potential and analyze all the elements of
ecotourism in respect to some of these lakes in west Assam.

Study Area
Geographically, western part of Assam shares its boundary with West Bengal, Meghalaya and also
international boundaries with Bangladesh and Bhutan. The Brahmaputra River traverses through Assam and
ultimately meets Bay of Bengal flowing through west Assam and Bangladesh. On the either bank of the
Brahmaputra there are some oxbow lakes and tectonic lakes as well. Along with the lakes there are some hills
and hillocks and forests adding beauty to the entire landscape. Besides, tributaries to River Brahmaputra both
from north and south bank give a mosaic characteristic to this landscape. Different ethnic communities that
live along the banks of the rivers and lakes are mainly farmers who cultivate paddy as the major crop. The
picturesque villages with their home gardens are unique components of this region.
We have been involved in waterfowl survey in major wetlands along this region. In this article, we have picked
up six beels from western Assam, which are not only rich from avifaunal diversity, but also beautiful from
aesthetic point of view. Based on our data, we project these wetlands as ideal for promoting ecotourism. Also,
from our experiences of visiting the wetlands, and meeting with local people, we discuss the prospects and
problems. We also referred to some literature (e.g., Bose et al., 2014) reporting biodiversity as prospects for
these wetlands. We extracted data of avian diversity from Bose et al. (2014) and illustrate in Table 1.

Description of wetlands
Dheer Beel (26.282°N, 90.380°E)
It is a major wetland in the Brahmaputra Valley (Saikia and Bhattacharjee, 1993), listed as an Important Bird
Area (IBA) under the Chakrashila complex (Islam and Rahmani, 2004). It is located in the Dhubri District with
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an area of 577 ha, and is linked by a narrow channel,
intersecting NH 31, to River Brahmaputra (Sinha et al.,
2015). On its north-western side is Chakrashila Wildlife
Sanctuary, which gives a gorgeous look to this beel (Photo 1).
The sanctuary is also famous for sizable population of
endemic and endangered Golden Langur. This lake can be
approached from Dheerghat on the NH 31, or there could
be more entry points from the NH 31. The nearest town is
Chapar. As it has been mentioned, it is near a national
highway, yet is not adjacent to it; so tourists have to go on
foot to reach the waterbody. That increases the suspense for
the tourists. Eco-friendly country boats are available for
boating in the vast waterbody. The major attraction of this
lake for the nature lovers is its rich avifauna. A total of 62
species of birds, belonging to 17 families, were recorded
from this beel (Sinha et al., 2015). Winter migrants constitute
the bulk of the aquatic birds including two globally
threatened species: Ferruginous Duck Aythya nyroca, and
Courtesy:
Nilesh Kamalkishor
Heda
Baer'sPicture
Pochard
A. baeri.
The highest
congregation of birds
has been recorded in January. We have been associated with
Annual Asian Waterfowl count for this wetland as well as the
other wetlands described later. In 1994, 19828 birds
belonging to 43 species were counted at Dheer beel.

Photo 1: Dheer Beel

Photo 2: Diplai Beel

Diplai Beel (26.286464°N, 90.314497°E)
Just on the other side of Dheer beel across the Chakrasila
Hills, lies a smaller beautiful lake called Diplai Beel (Photo 2).
The major wealth of this beel is aquatic and forest birds.
Choudhury (2000) recorded 565 Ferruginous Ducks. It
seems to be good breeding ground for Cotton teals as many
trees are around the beel where these teals lay eggs. Similar
species of birds that are found in Dheer beel, have been
recorded here too.
Tamranga Beel (26.315323°N, 90.573547°E)
It falls under Tamranga-Dalani-Bhairab Complex IBA
(Islam and Rahmani, 2004), located near Ghilaguri,
Bishnupur in Bongaigaon District. The nearest town is
Abhayapuri. This beautiful lake (Photo 3) is a part of cluster
of lakes. There are three adjacent beels: Tamranga, Paropota
and Konora, among which Tamranga is the biggest.
Probably many years ago it was a single waterbody, later
separated by a dyke. It is connected to River Brahmaputra.
There is a legend among the local people that Tamranga was
a beautiful girl and Brahmaputra wanted to marry her.
Sometimes, this sort of legend makes tourism spicier. This
beel is located beside Mahadev Hill, making the Landscape
more beautiful. The speciality of this beel is its irregular edge
with some creeks. Lesser Whistling Duck and Great Crested
2

Photo 3: Tamranga Beel

Photo 4: Doloni Beel
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Grebes are found in large number (Table 1). It is also famous for migratory duck.
Doloni Beel (26.279411°N, 90.531587°E)
This is about four km west to Tamranga beel under the Tamranga-Dalani-Bhairab Complex IBA (Islam and
Rahmani, 2004) in Bongaigaon District. This lake is also connected to River Brahmaputra. The uniqueness of
this tectonic lake is presence of many creeksthat appear as finger like projections if someone sees from the
peak of Bhairabchura (Photo 4). The Bhairabchura Hill, itself is a natural abode of endemic and endangered
Golden Langur. The people of Shankarghola village have
been involved in community conservation for some part of
the hill and the lake. There is also a legend associated with the
name of the village; about 500 years back the great
personality Mahapurush Shankardev visited this lake and
counted creeks by throwing his conch, because of which the
name of the village was coined.
Sareswar Beel (26.144400° N, 89.924946°E)
This beel is about 6 km away from Gauripur town,
Parbatjhora subdivision, Dhubri District (Photo 5). It covers
an area of 476 hectare. The beel has a link with River
Photo 5: Sareswar Beel
Godadhar by a narrow canal which is one of the main
tributary of River Brahmaputra; in fact this canal could be regarded as one of the attractions to enter into the
beel by country boat. The tourists can also approach the beel by Gauripur-Dindinga PWD road which runs
along the western bank of the beel. The Monglajhora reserve forest and five tribal villages are situated near the
beel. The vegetation near the beel adds beauty to it. Though Lesser Whistling Ducks are found in large number,
the rare Large Whistling Ducks are also found here (Table 1). Many migratory duck species visit this lake in
winter among which Northern Pintail, Garganey, Red-crested Pochard, Ferruginous Duck could be
mentioned (Table 1). Good population of Cotton pygmy goose (observed by HS) and surrounding vegetation
suggests that the species has good breeding habitat.
Urpad Beel (26.096707°N, 90.588880°E)
This beel is the largest beel of Goalpara District, the nearest town being Agia. It is just on the south bank of the
River Brahmaputra (Photo 6). It comprises of a water-spread of 700 ha. It is also connected with two more
water bodies viz., Patakata and Matia beels to the east (Deka and Dutta, 2018). This wetland has been
recognized as IBA (Islam and Rahmani, 2004). It is very near to NH 37, so it is easily accessible. Largest
congregation of Northern Pintail, Common Pochard and Greylag goose is recorded here (Table 1). These
species can easily attract the nature lovers during winter.

Photo 6: Urpad Beel
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Table 1. Bird species recorded in six wetlands of western Assam during 2014 (extracted from Bose et al., 2014)
Species
Little Grebe
Tachybaptus ruficollis
(Podicipedidae)
Great Crested Grebe
Podiceps cristatus
(Podicipedidae)
Black-necked Grebe
Podicep nigricollis
(Podicipedidae)
Little Cormorant
Phalacrocorax niger
(Phalacrocoracidae)
Oriental Darter
Anhinga melanogaster
(Phalacrocoracidae)
Indian Pond Heron
Ardeola grayii
(Ardeidae)
Purple Heron
Ardeola purpurea
(Ardeidae)
Grey Heron
Ardea cinerea
(Ardeidae)
Cattle Egret
Bubulcus ibis
(Ardeidae)
Little Egret
Egretta garzetta
(Ardeidae)
Median Egret
Mesophoyx intermedia
(Ardeidae)
Large Egret
Casmerodius albus
(Ardeidae)
Chestnut Bittern
Ixobrychus cinnamomeus
(Ardeidae)
Asian Openbill
Anastomus oscitans
(Ciconiidae)
Lesser Adjutant
Leptoptilos javanicus
(Ciconiidae)
Large Whistling Duck
Dendrocygna bicolour
(Anatidae)
Lesser Whistling Duck
Dendrocygna javanica
(Anatidae)
Greylag Goose
Anser anser
(Anatidae)
Cotton pygmy goose /
Cotton Teal
Nettapus
coromandelianus
(Anatidae)
Eurasian Wigeon
Anas penelope
(Anatidae)
Gadwall
Anas strepera
(Anatidae)
Eurasian teal / Common
Teal
Anas crecca
(Anatidae)
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Tamranga Beel
Complex (IBA)

Doloni Beel

70

110

Wetlands
Urpad Beel (IBA)
Dheer Beel (IBA)

Diplai Beel (IBA)

Sareswar Beel

230

140

130

85

47

240

5

3

145

120

60

2

37

210

3

42

30

28

5

3

7

2

3

45

63

58

10

23

3

8

2

7

76

9

7

3

7

4

6

7

3

9

1250

90

125

42

12

5

6

650

900

8

340

40

300

140

2

4

1600

1470

140

180

13

45
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Species
Spot-billed Duck
Anas poecilorhyncha
(Anatidae)
Northern Pintail
Anas acuta
(Anatidae)
Garganey
Anas querquedula
(Anatidae)
Northern Shoveler
Anas clypeata
(Anatidae)
Red-crested Pochard
Netta rufina
(Anatidae)
Common Pochard
Aythya ferina
(Anatidae)
Ferruginous Duck
Aythya nyroca
(Anatidae)
Tufted Pochard
Aythya fuligula
(Anatidae)
Moorhen
Gallinula chloropus
(Rallidae)
Purple Swamphen
Porphyrio porphyrio
(Rallidae)
Common Coot
Fulica atra
(Rallidae)
Pheasant-tailed Jacana
Hydrophasianus
chirurgus
(Jacanidae)
Bronze-winged Jacana
Metopidius indicus
(Jacanidae)
Grey-headed Lapwing
Vanellus cinereus
(Charadriidae)
Red-wattled Lapwing
Vanellus indicus
(Charadriidae)
Northern Lapwing
Vanellus vanellus
(Charadriidae)
Common Snipe
Gallinago gallinago
(Scolopacidae)
Osprey
Pandion haliaetus
(Accipitridae)
Black Eagle
Ictinaetus malayensis
(Accipitridae)
Pied Harrier
Circus melanoleucos
(Accipitridae)
Small Blue Kingfisher
Alcedo atthis
(Alcedinidae)
White-throated Kingfisher
Halcyon smyrnensis
(Alcedinidae)
Pied Kingfisher
Ceryle rudis
(Alcedinidae)

Tamranga Beel
Complex (IBA)

Doloni Beel

Wetlands
Urpad Beel (IBA)
Dheer Beel (IBA)

1500

30

70

8

630

70

34

80

Sareswar Beel

170

30

15

Diplai Beel (IBA)

28

180

360

750

850

80

220

300

260

700

450

115

45

120

15

13

90

4

100

10

38

188

85

130

35

78

60

18

520

20

12

12

7

1

2

2

2

5

12

6
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Discussion
The first criterion of ecotourism is aesthetic attraction that the target location must provide. The natural
setting of the location should attract people but should not be overcrowded. Ecotourism involves
“responsible travel” so that the natural location is least disturbed. Not only the beauty of a particular location,
the nature lovers should be attracted to its rich biodiversity as well. The populace around the location has been
based on the natural resources available, and they have been utilizing it sustainably. Hence, there should be a
balance while enjoying the location between exploration of nature and conservation at the same time.
Ecotourism also brings good economy to the local community thereby their living standard is enhanced. The
location should also be accessible by road; however, at the same time it should not be very easily accessible and
thereby retain the attraction to explore.
All the wetlands described here are rich in avifaunal diversity, particularly migratory birds. However, Table 1,
which had been extracted from Bose et al. (2014) is based on one or two day survey during 2014. From our
personal experience, there would be more species if a thorough study for long term at regular intervals is
carried out. For instance, the avifaunal data of Dheer Beel of Sinha et al. (2015) in which the first author HS was
part of that study is quite different from Table 1. Therefore, compilation of cumulative data is required for
each wetland.
None of the wetlands is a protected area (Bose et al., 2014). This has a benefit for tourists as they need not take
permission from government, and with the help of locals visit the landscape. The local community in turn can
earn money by providing boats and guiding the tourists.
Economy of the surrounding area of these wetlands could be developed by promoting ecotourism, which will
lead to sustainability. However, a motivational force is required from governmental as well as nongovernmental sources to generate awareness among the people. The ecotourism could be run by creating
societies which will be looking after the requirements from tourist point of view as well as to maintain
conservation of the ecosystem as a whole.
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A Report on World Ozone Day 2018
Background
The Montreal Protocol on Substances that deplete
the ozone layer was signed in 1987. Since 1994, the
World Ozone Day has been observed to
commemorate the date of signing
i.e. 16th September, 1987. The United Nations
General Assembly on 23rd January, 1995 adopted
resolution 49/114, which proclaims 16th September
as the "International Day for the Preservation of the
Ozone Layer" and popularly known as the “World
Ozone Day”. The day is mainly intended to spread
awareness of the depletion of the Ozone Layer and
search for solutions to preserve it.
The Montreal Protocol came into being over 30 years
ago in response to the exposure of ozone depleting
substances used in aerosols, refrigeration systems
and many other items that were tearing a hole in the
ozone layer and allowing dangerous ultraviolet
radiation to flood through. The Montreal Protocol
will continue to regulate ozone-depleting substances
while also contributing more to the fight against
global warming through the Kigali Amendment,
which enters into force on 1st January 2019. This
amendment is expected to avoid up to 0.5°C of
global warming by the end of the century, while
continuing to protect the ozone layer.
India is a party to the Vienna Convention for the
protection of Ozone layer and the Montreal
Protocol on Substances that deplete the Ozone layer
and all its amendments. Ever since, the country has
been participating and promoting the cause.

Theme for World Ozone Day 2018
“Keep Cool and Carry on” was the theme for 2018
International Day for the Preservation of the Ozone
Layer, accompanied by the tag line: The Montreal
Protocol. The theme intends to carry on with the
exemplary work of protecting the ozone layer and
the climate under the Montreal Protocol. The theme
has dual implications – 1. Our work of protecting the
ozone layer also protects climate and 2. The Montreal
Protocol is a “cool” treaty, as exemplified by its
outstanding success. The day is a celebration of the
progress in protecting the ozone layer and moves to
phase out ozone depleting chemicals which are also
potent greenhouse gases.

Initiative by the MoEFCC
The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
SACON ENVIS Newsletter - Sarovar Saurabh

Change (MoEFCC) asked the Research institutions
such as SACON as well as the ENVIS Hub's and
Resource Partners (RP) across the country to
conduct awareness programmes. The MoEFCC
facilitated by providing some 13 different activities
that could be held in the week before and after the
World Ozone Day, i.e. 16th September.

Activities by SACON
As per the guidance received from the MoEFCC and
Director SACON, the SACON ENVIS RP
promoted the observation of the World Ozone Day
over a period of two weeks from 11-20 September
2018. The team designed an educational poster
emphasizing on the importance of preserving the
ozone layer. The team met with the principals of
schools, colleges, corporate office employees and
head of institutions in Coimbatore, Chennai and
Erode. The importance of observing the World
Ozone Day was discussed while distributing the
posters. We also emphasized on promoting
reduction and elimination of the chemicals that
destroy the ozone layer; encourage individuals to
pledge to reduce and refuse ozone depleting
substances or equipment whose function impacts the
Ozone layer and prefer the use of only ozonefriendly products in future.
A few institutions requested the SACON ENVIS
team to interact with its students and corporate
officials. The topics discussed during the interaction
included the Ozone layer (a fragile shield of gas that
contains high concentrations of ozone (O3) in
relation to other parts of the atmosphere is a region
of earth's stratosphere that absorbs most of the
Sun's ultraviolet radiation, thus helping preserve life
on the planet), the importance of the day – 16th
September is mainly intended to spread awareness of
the depletion of the Ozone Layer and to explore for
solutions to preserve it. Information was also
imparted on the products that contains ozone layer
depleting substances and about the products which
are not using the ozone depleting agents and
motivated them to buy such products.
The team also visited the Tribal village at Siruvani
forest where the SACON ENVIS RP is facilitating
the Centre for Sustainable Future, Amrita Vishwa
Vidyapeetham in the promotion of Lantana crafts as
an alternative livelihood option. During the visit the
participants were also informed about the World
Ozone Day and its importance.
Dr Goldin Quadros, Principal Scientist & ENVIS
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Coordinator, SACON was invited to a meeting by the 11. T A Ramalingam Chettiar Higher Secondary
School, Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore.
DFO Erode Mr V Vishwanathan IFS, to initiate the
District Wetland Management Committee. The College / University
meeting was held in the presence of Shri C 1. Anna University Chennai - Regional Office,
Kathiravan, IAS, Collector and District Magistrate,
M a r u t h a m a l a i M a i n Ro a d , N avavo o r,
and several district officers from the Finance, PWD,
Coimbatore.
Forest and other line departments. Dr Goldin
(i) Department of Computer Science &
delivered a talk on the importance of wetlands and
Engineering
climate change giving the significance of preservation
(ii) Department of MCA
of ozone layer.
(iii) Students Hostel
The list of institutions where the World Ozone 2. Avinashilingam University for Women, Saibaba
Day activity was undertaken:
Colony, Coimbatore.
Schools
3. Karunya University, Karunya Nagar, Coimbatore.
(i) Water Institute
1. Angappa CBSE Senior Secondary School, Saibaba
Colony, Coimbatore.
(ii) Chemical Engineering Departments
2. Avila Convent Matriculation Higher Secondary
(iii) Students Hostel
School, Thadagam Main Road, Venkittapuram, 4. SRM Institute of Science and Technology, Potheri,
Coimbatore.
M a h a t m a G a n d h i Ro a d , S R M N a g a r,
3. Bharathi Matriculation Higher Secondary School,
Kattankulathur, Kancheepuram.
Thadagam Main Road, Coimbatore.
(i) University Building
4. GD Matriculation Higher Secondary School,
(ii) Tech park
Gopalapuram, Coimbatore.
(iii) Students Hostel
5. Government Higher Secondary School,
Green Skill Development Programme
Kuniamuthur, Coimbatore.
(GSDP)
6. Islamiyah Matriculation Higher Secondary School,
1. GSDP programme conducted by Amrita Vishwa
Karumbu Kadai, Coimbatore.
Vidyapeetham facilitated by SACON ENVIS RP
7. Lisieux Matriculation Higher Secondary School,
at Siruvani, Coimbatore.
Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore.
Corporate office
8. Panchayat Union Primary School, Kurichi,
1. Oberoi Flight Services, Great Southern Trunk
Coimbatore.
Road, Pallavaram, Chennai.
9. Sindhi Vidyalaya Matriculation and Higher
Secondary School, Velandipalayam, Coimbatore. Meeting
10. Sri Avinashilingam Higher Secondary School for 1. District Collectorate Wetland meeting, Erode.
Girls, Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore.

Photo Gallery

Dr. B. Hemambika enlightened the importance of preservation
of ozone layer to the students at Angappa CBSE Senior
Secondary School, Saibaba Colony, Coimbatore.
8

World Ozone Day poster release at G.D. Matriculation Higher
Secondary School, Coimbatore
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Ms. A. Julffia Begam explained about the effects of
ozone layer depletion to the students at Government
Higher Secondary School, Kuniamuthur, Coimbatore.

World Ozone Day awareness at Panchayat Union
Primary School, Kurichi, Coimbatore.

Dr. B. Hemambika interacted with GSDP trainees and a
school student about the importance of the World Ozone Day at
Siruvani, Coimbatore

World Ozone Day awareness at SRM Institute of
Science and Technology, Potheri, Kattankulathur, Kancheepuram

World Ozone Day awareness at Oberoi Flight Services,
Great Southern Trunk Road, Pallavaram, Chennai

International Day for the preservation of “Ozone Layer” Poster
SACON ENVIS Newsletter - Sarovar Saurabh

Dr. Goldin Quadros, ENVIS Coordinator, SACON delivered a talk
on importance of wetlands, climate change and the significance of
preservation of ozone layer in the presence of Shri. C. Kathiravan,
IAS, Collector and District Magistrate, Erode and DFO's at the
Erode Collectorate.
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Newspaper Article
‘Aerodrome would hit Chilika’s biodiversity’ - The Hindu, August 18, 2018

It would impact the lake’s biodiversity: politicians, fishermen
The Airports Authority of India’s move to set up a water aerodrome in Odisha’s Chilika Lake has stirred a
controversy.
Local politicians cutting across party lines, green activists and fishermen in Chilika have all opposed the
proposal to set up an aerodrome in one of Asia’s largest brackish water lagoons, asserting that it would impact
the lake’s biodiversity.
On August 11, Union Civil Aviation Minister Suresh Prabhu announced that an in-principle approval had been
granted for a water aerodrome in Chilika in the first phase. A team of officials of AAI, Directorate General of
Civil Aviation and SpiceJet airline had conducted a pre-feasibility study in the lake earlier in June.
The proposed project has caught many unawares as adequate consultations have not been held for the project.
Fishermen under the aegis of the Chilika Mastchyajibee Mahasangha, a federation of local fishermen unions,
fear that the livelihood of around two lakh fishermen from 150 villages in and around the lake spread over the
districts of Khordha, Puri and Ganjam may be affected on account of loss of spawning ground.
Prafulla Samantara, winner of the Goldman Environmental Prize, has accused the Centre and the State
governments of tinkering with the biodiversity of the lagoon, which is designated a Ramsar site – wetland of
international importance under the Ramsar Convention.
A senior officer of the State Forest and Environment Department said no scientific study has been conducted
to assess the possible impact of the project on the lake’s ecology. “We should not go ahead with the project
without a proper scientific study. We do not know the height at which the seaplanes will fly above the water
surface and the level of sound they would generate. The seaplanes will run the risk of bird-hits. The
endangered Irrawaddy dolphins are sensitive to sound pollution,” the officer said.

Picture Courtesy: Rajan P

Instead of Chilika, the official suggested that Tampara Lake in Ganjam district may be considered for the
proposed water aerodrome. Tampara Lake, being close to both Chilika Lake and National Highway 16, would
serve the purpose well, he added.

Source: htt ps://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/t p-national/t p-otherstates/aer odr ome-would-hit-chilikasbiodiversity/article24721577.ece
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